Doris Beaver’s

EYE ON GILPIN COUNTY . . . 



April 8, 2013

SAVE ONE SOUL
   It’s soap-box time, so bear with me.

   Back in 2009, one of Denver’s well-known criminal lawyers wrote a column titled “Save One Soul.” Seldom does anything written by a lawyer manage to tug at the heart of this writer, but that column did. 

   Readers should recall what a painful time 2009 was, the “Great Recession” was in full swing. Larry Pozner wrote from a somewhat unfamiliar perspective for lawyers, that of a concerned compassionate citizen. 

   Pozner began his column by saying he “didn’t care anymore which political party did what, or, more likely, failed to do what.” He went on to describe what he saw was happening – “the fabric of society come apart,” “the inevitable destruction of untold numbers of innocent families,” and “the disintegration of the American dream.” He said, “It is beyond difficult to explain to a child that he is going to leave his home because it isn’t going to be his home anymore.” 

   While acknowledging he as one individual could not change the system that allowed the Great Recession to happen, Pozner said he could not sit by silently and watch it happen. Pozner came up with an idea that would amount to precious little toward helping those in dire situations, overwhelmed, not knowing where to turn, but it would be something.  (Writer’s emphasis)

   Pozner’s “something” was this. With the help of his law firm, they created their own little recovery program and called it “Save One Soul – SOS.” SOS was based on a pledge to give employment to at least one more person than they needed. Finding employment for everyone they currently employed didn’t count. What counted was to add at least one employee to their business to subtract at least one person from the financial morass brought on by the financial meltdown, and salvage the dignity of one family. 
   Compassion was evident as Pozner wrote, “We have to know that one more child will go to bed in his own room, we have to know that we did not hunker down in our own financial bunker, moaning about our own financial setbacks – which are so minor in comparison to the many who surround us.” “Hire the person who is about to fall through the safety net.” 

   A future edition of Eye on Gilpin County will revisit Pozner’s “Save One Soul” for an update. 

   Now for the other side of the coin – just how disconnected America’s Congress is to the citizens of this country to make matters worse. 

   It is hard to ignore the “sequester” rhetoric and the mandatory spending cuts now taking hold across this country. As you read, make special note of just who those cuts impact most and who gets by unscathed. 

   A recent news release detailed what budget cuts would hit Congress but not members of Congress. Another chronicles what the Obama cabinet members, and yes, the President himself, are giving back, self sacrifice as it was referred to. 

   First, the former. The 27th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution states “No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall have intervened.” Translation:  prohibits members of Congress from taking a pay cut until after the next election. 

   Members’ office budgets, committee staff and leadership offices will see cuts, and as you might imagine, just about everyone in and around Congress puts their own spin on what sequestration means, with some warning of “draconian measures.” 

   One Democratic representative gave colleagues this heads up – the sequester could lead to the loss of two legislative aides in a typical congressional office. What’s to worry about unless you are the two on the way out the door!

   Take note of what other legislative branch functions would take cuts of about 9 percent: 
· the Capital Visitor Center;

· the Library of Congress’ Books for the Blind; and

· yes, the Capital Police.

   Exempt from cuts are active-duty military and civilian defense employees in combat zones and senior appointees in the Administration who do not come under the federal civil service rules. 

   No recognition is given by Republicans to the Budget Control Act passed in 2011 and signed by President Obama – the one that required $1.2 trillion across-the-board cuts. Think about the rhetoric espoused by Boehner and McConnell who seem oblivious of the Act. 

   The second news release chronicles those in Washington who are at least in theory giving back and how much: 

· President Obama – 5 percent pay cut;

· Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel (who started the idea);

· Secretary of State John Kerry;

· Attorney General Eric Holder; 

· Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew;

· Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano; and
· House and Urban Development Secretary Shaun Donovan and Deputy Secretary Maurice Jones. 

   Granted, most if not all are multi-millionaires, except for Napolitano who is reportedly worth only $700,000.00. Cabinet secretaries make almost $200,000.00 annually; the President earns $400,000.00.
   The soap-box pitch:  Think how many families could have been saved from financial ruin if every company in America had signed on for Larry Pozner’s “Save One Soul” idea. Remember that cliché, “filling the bucket one drop at a time?”

   Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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